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The ever Honour'd 


| 


oHN APPLETRE, F1q: 


High Sherift 


FOR THE 


,ounty of Worceſter. 


IR, 


HE pious and generous Founder 
of Two well endowed Schoals 
our County and Neighbourhood , . 
eſtly declining any Dedication to 
ſelf, chooſing rather, as ſelently 
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The Dedication, 


as may be, to convey his Charity inp! 
the Corban, than be flatter d with t ;b, 
fulſome noiſe of a Phariſaical Trumft 
pet, I preſume to offer theſe cru$ei 
mean Conceptions to the Auditors 
them, under the ſhelter and Patrpa 
nage of your Name. The only Myre 
tive to the rudeneſs of this Addrefſm 
took its Riſe from the well known Cat- 
dor and Ingenuity, which have gail - 
ed you ſuch an Univerſal, and inde( 
deſerved eſteem, from all that have i 
| Honour to be of your Acquaintan 
and make me preſume upon an eaſes 
Pardon. en 
The Subje@ I treat upon is, I cof ' 
feſs, Divine and Noble, and I 4:9 
Conſcious enough, is very much del ! 
ted and deſecrated by my weak mp4 
nagement of it : But as one ſign” 
Property of Charity is, that it coven 
a multitude of Errors, ſo I freb 
confeſs my ſelf to ſtand as much fee 
want of that, as any Man that Breat|r# 
and beg a large ſhare of it from Ft 
Candid and Chriſtiaz Readers, I: 
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inpubt but he beſtows his Wealth to the 
\ zþbleſt purpoſes, who thus makes Pro- 
111 [1012 for the good L Poſterity, by 4 
rubperal Education of ITouth in good Li- 
$s [rature, and a due ſenſe of Religion 
trpd Vertue, which may in ſome mea- 

tre reſcue our vulgar Herd, from that 
refmentable ſtate of Brutality they live 


ail And this I am certain is the ſole ain 
def our Honourable Patron, as appear- 
> #fþ by that cautions, diſcreet, and pi- 
1 Care be hath taken in all the Arti- 
eaſes of his Feofment, which are as well 
end, and as excellently contrived, 
-o8 the Wit of Man can 1nvent : 
| 4d it is a flagrant ſhame to the Age 
elte live in, that Charities of ſo uſeful a 
Wature, purely deſign'd to promote the 
oa niverſal Good of Mankind, the Ho- 
veour of God, and the Intereſt of his 
-ephurch, ſhould be ſo generally negle- 
þ Fed and perverted by the Supineneſs of 
truſtees, or the Futility of Pedagogues, 
 F they are : Andthis, (whatever they 
ragine) is one conſiderable Stew- 
0h A 3 ard{hip, 
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ard{hip, for which they will one dg, 
be called to Account for they conh, 
der not the unſpeakable wrong and 11 
chief that they do to the World, by d 
conraging many opulent and HongB, 
Gentlemen from Ads of Piety, ( bby 
who will be forward to give, wity, 
he beholds the Gift of others abuſfy 
before his Face.) not to mentilyy, 
the horrid injury that they do to pq, 
Lads, by the open negle&, or ill mh 
nagement of their Duty which is hþ, 
notorious a breach of Truſt, and}; 
unpardonable a Crime, that I can't if 
vent a Name hard enough for it. | 
Biit our great and excellent Ben, 
faFor, hath taken all imaginable Ca 
to Nominate and Appoint ſo many Pe 
Jons of Honour and Worth for his 1 
Stees, as tis to be hoped, will for ez 
ſecure his Noble Charities from the 1 
predations of Knaves and Villains. 
will not trouble you with a Tale, by hi 
many odd Accidents, the followitpe 
Papers have been detained fo lot, 


fr 


| The Dedicetion. 
*01m the Preſs, nor how I came to be 
MN nhappily pitch'd npon for a Diſcourſe 
mNyf ſo publick a Nature. 

al But as I am more fatigued with 
1Buſencſs, than any Clergy-man in the 
( three Kingdoms, (and as little Re- 
Pparded for it, God help the while ! ) 
Uo no man can reaſonably expet fron: 
Hye, any accuracy of Compoſure, or 
P&laborate Periods. Beſides, that I am 
Mrniſerably unſpirited by misfortunes , 
'S that are like to accompany me to my 
a[irave. But I am at honeſt Horace's 
 AVord,, with whoſe excellent Wit and 
Morality I ſometimes divert my diſ- 
eArontented Hours. 


. 
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2A Virtute me involvo, probaumque 25. 

I Pauperiem fine Dote quzro : 


hi Thus craving your Candor, in the 
pleading of the following Pages, and 
layour Pardon for this Rudeneſs, and 
rd A 4 beeging 
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begging God's everlaſting Bleſſing ” 
the Foundation and the Founder, [ 
ſubſcribe my ſelf with all Sincerity, 


Honour'd Sir, 
Your moſt Obedient, & 
And Humble Servant, 


Rich. Croft. 


as 


vp 
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'1 The W iſe Steward. 
Being a 
SERMON 
Preached the 
_ | Thurſday zz Whitſon-week, 
'Þ $696. Cc. 


nl —_ 


Luke XVI. g. 

Make to your ſelves friends of 
theMammon of unrighteouſneſs, 
that when ye fail, they may 
receive you into everlaſting 
Habit ations. 


HICH Text is the cloſe 
and Application of an 
Excellent Parable , from 

7hich our Saviour in a lively man- 

ner 
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ner repreſents to his numerous ant 
captious Hearers, the fearful Hz 
zards that a careleſs and dedolent I»ÞC 
penitent expoleth himſelf to, by tlv< 
Example of an extravagant and unÞ! 
thinking Steward, .who having un 
worthily abuſed his Truſt, and ruf- 
his Lord conſiderably into DebtÞ! 
had yet been ſo extreamly ImpraÞ: 
vident, as not to lay up a Fan* 
thing for himſelf, againſt a ra7 
Day.” . 
His Lord at laſt having receive( 
ſome hint of his fraudulent Pradtiſfl 
les, and expenſive way of Living f 
calls haſtily upon him to give ugC 
his Accounts, to quit his Service andC 
provide for himſelf. The Steward 
amazed at this unexpetted and rigid! 


' Summons, begins to take a conftuj' 


ſed view of that forlorn Conditioq: 
he had plunged himſelf into, by: 
his former Improvidence and. Ry 
ots ; and is at his Wits end, to thin 
what will become of him, when ht 
ſhall be Caſhiered from his gainfu 
Ofhice 
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anOfice, and turned Naked into the 
Ja\Norld, to ſcramble for a Liveli- 
Iuhood, who for along tine had li- 
thved in all the ſoftneſs of a Luxuri- 
unous Plenty, at another Man's Colt. 
unHe was of too delicate and nice a 
rufConſtitution to labour for his 
btBread 5 I cannot dig; and of too 
xraſhaughty a Spirit to Petition tor it ; 
"ano beg Þ{ am aſhamed. Verſe 3. 
:inl To preventÞþoth which Miſchiefs, 
he reſolveth at laſt to palm a noto- 
veqgrious Cheat upon his Lord; to 
&ijſhew him one more Trick, and 
ng{erve his Neceſſities by a clearer piece 
ugof Knavery : And that was, to 
ndoblige ſome that were largely In- 
ar{debted to his Maſter, and behind 
zidhand in their Rents, as well as he 
fl was in his Accounts ; all of which 
org be ſendeth for in his Surprize, and 
by abateth to every one of them very 
\y conſiderable Sums, in hopes, that 
ni having thus relieved them under 
hq their Neceſſzties, and ſet them upright 
ful in the World, they alſo would con- 
cel - {1der 


The Wiſe Steward. 
fider him, and afford him ſome com 
petent Livelihood, when he wa 
to be turr'd oft from his Lord, an 
left Naked and helpleſs in an unho 
{pitable World. 

His Lord not a little Vexed to ſe 
himſelf ſo palpably abuſed, and le 
without any hopes to Right himF 
ſelf, yet could not but commendfc 
the Wit and Cunning of this «ju 
Steward, becauſe he had aFed wiſely ; 
This 1s the whole ſcope and ſub4t} 
ſtance of the Parable, of which myltc 
Text is the Application. 1 ſay uſp 
to you, make to your ſelves friendgF 
of the Mammon of unrighteouſJl 
neſs, that when ye fail, they ma 
receive you into everlaiting habita- 
tions. 

Nor may it be amiſs, if I ſtep a 
little out of my way, to obſerve the 
excellent Scituation of this Parable 
betwixt two others 5 which by oul- 
gar People are generally better known 
than underſtood ; that of the Pro- 
digal Sor, in the cloſe of the fore- 


going 
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oing Chapter, and that of the ſe- 

ure and profligate Gluttoz in the 
nd of this Chapter, with the Para- 
10þie from which I borrowed my Text 
n the midſt betwixt both. 

The Prodigal young Gentleman 
ad unwiſely ſquandred away his 
mFortune, which had been provided 
ndfor him, by the Prudence and Indu- 


b4the extreameſt Want and Beggary 3 
nyto keep a heard of Swine for a 
poor contemptible Livelihood ; ta 
dgFeaſt with them, and glad of their 
Leavings too. Yet this great Hap- 
pineſs even his Miſeries produced, 
a-that they made him wilely look back 
upon his former Follies, and work 
alin him a Repentance to Salvation, 
te] never to be Repented of. 

le} The unjuſt Steward in my Text, 
]-] revelled at the Coſt of another Man, 
nf waſted the Goods, and ſpent the 
-| Subſtance of his Lord ; but having 
-| a Warning, thg' a very ſhort one, 
| tO 
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to give up his Accounts, and quit 
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21, 


Office, wiſely prevented all Fears q 
a future Miſery, by a lea{onable Prq | 
viſion againſt that Storm, which IÞ© 
perceived juſt falling upon hF' 
Head. h 

The Rich Max, had vaſt InherÞ! 
tances, was delicately Cloathed, an el 
fared Sumptnonſly every days an *c 
thus abuſing both himſelf and thF 
Bleftings of Heaven, he was ſnatchÞ< 
ed away into Eternal Flames, withſ? 
out the Ceremony of a Summong/ 
or the Prologue of a DileaſeF" 
where the moſt indulgent FatheP! 
that ever lived, at his moſt earneſf< 
and repeated Sollicitations, woult' 
not afford hima drop of Water to coof* 
his flaming Tongue. 2 

Thus this wiſe and learned Evan} 
geliſt hath placed theſe Parables, in 
an excellent and inimitable MeP 
thod ; and, as 'tis ſaid in another 
Caſe, ſo we may truly ſay in this] 
thoſe whom the Holy Ghoſt, whichp 
guided his Pen, hath. joined toaF 
gether, 
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. blether, it 3s not lawful for ws to put 
: (under. | | 
7rd For is it not the frequent Folly of 
1 oſt Men (tho' in other reſpects of 
h{dmirable Parts and Prudence, yet) 
hen they have wearied themſelves 
ex the intolerable Slavery of Wicked- 
inJeſs, and their expenſive Sins have 
:\nEduced them to the utmoſt Neceſh- 
thy or Miſery, with an unaccounta- 
chile Preſumption, to lay deſperate 
thjold upon the Parable of the Pro- 
ndigal Son £ Do we not find, that 
ſe{inners of the moſt infamous Cha- 
hepcter, bottomz all their Religion and 
efþclolution upon this one Parabolt- 
111, and therefore unconcluding Ex- 
ple > That when they areredu- 
dto the loweſt Extremity, and to 
1ÞE very Agonies of Death, they 
irf!ll, with him, ariſe and go to 
ſeÞeir Father, (marry that they will!) 
1d With a bold, I confeſs, but un- 
is farrantable Faith conclude, that 
chÞ& allo ſhall find all that Mercy 
;a-Pd Compaſſion which he did. 
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Our Bleſſed Saviour therefore,wh 


f 
ſpake 4s never Man ſpake, immed b 
ately ſubjoyns this other Parable q f 
the unju3t Steward , to inſtruct y c 
what Dangers we expole our ſelvq t: 
to, and what Hazzards we run,whdq 
we thus dilingenuoully affront og I 
Lord, and delude our ſelves, bis 
deferring our Repentance till Miſq a 
ry ruſheth upon us like an armed man t: 
For if he had not been Nimble qt] 
well as cunning, in the managemeqI 
of his Declining Fortunes, it-woul 
not have fared with him as it difC 
with the happy Prodigal, but itfo 
ſtantly he would have been turneſt, 
helpleſs and naked, to that Laboyt 
which he could not, and that infqr 
mous Poverty, which he ſo muqc 
diſdained to undergo. ( 
Not that our Saviour recommend]: 
the Villany and Fraud of this urja 
Juſt Steward to us, but only his Fordit 
fight and Policy ; that we ſhoul 
learn from his Example, to call ouff 
ſelves to an impartial and timelþ 
ORE. Accou 
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zhl Account, before we go hence, and ſhall 
dj be 20 more feen : To think very 
2 q frequently and- very ſerioutly, up- 
' yon a Matter of ſuch mighty Impor- 
Lvd tance, as Eternal Life is; and cry 
hq out with him, What ſhall I do £ My 
oy Lord 1s juſt turning me out of my 
J Stewardſhip ; I muſt quit this Lite, 
iſgand bid a final adieu to the World, 
anto day perchance z and at the far- 
2 Jtheſt it will be but a tew Days, e're- 
eq1 ſhall be gone. 
ull And indeed, the great and wiſe 
diſGo4 we ſerve, never yet gave us 
iJone inſtance that may encourage us 
neſto reckon our Lite by Years, but ra- 
olfther by Days and Minutes. We 
nfJread but of one Perſon that indiſ- 
udcreetly Poſt-poned the weighty 
Concerns of Eternal Life; and vain- (,,, ! 
ndly boaſted of many Years of Eaſe 15: 
unfand Plexty ; and all that he got by 
Orgit , was the blunt Character of a 
ul{Fool. And the truth of it is, that 
Olffor a Creature endued with Reaſor, 
el}and profeſling the Holy Faith of 
Jn B Chriſtt- 


Verſe 
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Chriſtianity, to be continually Prog- 
ging for the Fleſh, and Toiling in a 
weariſom Purſuit , after empty and 
cloying Pleaſures, 1s {nch an unac- 
countable thing, that no Madneſs] 
in the World 1s comparable to 
It 


No ! © Thus hitherto have I li-| 
ved, thus vainly waſted my time, 
and worn out my Lite in Triffes, ft 
and things that turn to no Ac- 
count at all : I have impaired my 
Health, reduced my ſelf, as to alle 
the purpoſes of a Holy Life, tofþa 
perfect Beggary, and ſtrongly}\ 
miſimployed all the Noble Facul. 
ties of my Body and Soul, in a 
fooliſh Compliance with my own 
deprav'd extravagant Humors , 
meerly to give my {elt a poor and 
meager Satisfaction, from the emp- 
ty Pleaſures of a few Hours: And 
what ſhall I do, if my Lord 
ſhould, as in Juſtice he-may, call 
me to a haſty Account, and rigid- 
ly demand how I haye demeaned 
- my 
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g-| my ſelf in his Service ? with what 
a] Fidelity and Conicience I have 
1d] diſcharged that Duty, that indi(- 
c-| penſable Duty, which I owe to 
(s| him and my own Soul ? I have 
to] nothing to Reply, but muſt in 
| |] reaſon expect the utmoſt of his 
1-] Severity. 

e,| Thus it becomes wiſe and confi- 
S,fering Men, cooly to debate and 
c-fonſider, how Afﬀairs {tthd betwixt 
hed and Therſelves; and never 
illfkave off the Argument , till they 
tOſake up with the happy and timely 
lIyWiſdom of this unjuſt Steward, [ 
I-12 reſolved what to do: © I will cen Verſe 4 
al ſhake off thoſe coſtly and trouble- 
nj ſome Sins which do lo ealt]y be- 
S ,| ſet me; I will forthwith become 
1d} a Profelite to a virtuous and reli- 
p-J gious Life 5 and whilſt I ive, will 
1d} be endeavouring to promote the 
rd} Honour of God, and the Salva- 
ill] tion of my Soul ; and by Acts of 
d-{ Piety and Beneficenſe, ſecure to 
2d] my ſelf ſuch Friends, as ſhall be 
ay Þ 2 eftectual 
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eftectual Advocates and Patron 
for me, when the great Landlor 
of alt the World ſhall call me td, 
Account. 

But as wiſe as this Steward wag; . 
we find him extreamly out in on 
moſt conſiderable Circumſtance, un 
an unwiſe Procraſtination of his Inj. 
duſtry and good Husbandry , till 
the very moment of his Lord's com 
ing upon him, with a Give an Acconn : 
of thy Stewar dſhip, for thou ſhalt be nu, 
longer Steward. 

And is not this the deplorabl( 
Folly of moſt Men, that they enter 
tain ſuch cold and languid Opiniſ* 

ons of Eternal Life, and their ow 
immortal Souls, as {carce once tc 
think of ſtating their Accounts witk 
God, till they are juſt hurrying tc 
their Graves, and taking an ever 
laſting Farewel of the World, anc 
all thoſe Pleaſures which they* 
ſo unwiſely Courted, and ſo paſſt 


onately Doted upon. , 


Therefore ; 


C 
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C 
C 


—_— 


The Wife Steward. 


* "| Therefore our Saviour adds a third 
Parable to his Kfearers, which if it 
- Frere well digeſted, would awaken 
__ fJand fright the moſt obdurate Sinner 
Do ſomething of Thoughtfulneſs and 
* Reſolution : That of a rich Glut- 
In 00, who fared aelicioufty eVery aay, 
1] and was a bold Contemner both of 
1GOD and Man, who had no kind 
þ% Admonition before hand, no Sum=- 
mons to prepare him for his Audit, 
"Jas this Steward had ; no pinching 
bl, Afﬀtiiction, or ſevere Poverty to laſh 
er him home to his Father. as the Pro- 
mifrgal had, but was ſnapt away in an 
unthought of Moment, in the midſt 
R of his Riot and Luxuries, and 
went down Quick into Everlaſting 
ol Flames. 
Fo Thus is our great and wiſe God, 
© returning © Sinners, an indul- 
ef ent and tender Father ; to dila- 
query Delinquents, an auſtere and 
 Jrigid Maſter ; arff] to an incorrigt- 
ble Impenitent , a ſevere and terri- 
ble 5 No coſtly Sacrifice that 
B 3 We 


ore 


. - 
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| we can offer 1s {oacceptable to God 4 
051-17. 2s @ broken and caytrite Heart. Ar 
| nourn'n] Convertfnakes joy iz Heal j; 
ven 5 and the Father of mercies and {, 
God of all conſolation, 1s more rea þ 
| ay to receive us, than we are to re x 
I. 1s. Turn to him. [will ariſe and go to 1 
>1,&c. father, ſays the Son, but the Fathe 
run t9 cet him. The young Gen 
tleman Curb'd by fear and ſhame 
march'd but {lowly on in his Reſc 
| lutions, to proſtrate himſelf tor : 
1 undeſerved Pardon ; but the age 
Father trudges on apace, runs to hi, 
falls pox bis neck, kiſſeth him. O 
the depth of the Goodneſs an(e 
Mercies of God ! What ingenuoy 
Temper would not this Exampll / 
invite? What Sinner ſo ſtubborl y 
and il]-natured, but it would conf fi 
| {train to Repentance ? C 
But if all the Compaſtions of thf © 
Almighty, and the Bowels and Conf x 
deſcenſions of @ gracious Fathef 
ſhall be treated with ſcorn, and {7 
diſdainful Neglect, or with an in 
diſcree 


| 
| 
| 
. 
| 
[ 
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diſcreet and ſinful Confidence, too 
much preſumed upon : Then comes 
244 in this other Parable, which repre- 
4 ſents him to us, as a juif and terri- 
aj ble Judge, that will 1n an inſtant 
re require our Accompts, and diſcharge 
#1 us of. his Service ; who, if we tri- 
14 fle with Religion, and ſet at naught 
NJ his Counſels, will come in a day 
aq and an hour when we look not for 
(of him, will cut us aſunder, and doom 
us to the rich Gluttons Fate, where 
724 our Condition will be Remedlleſs, 
2 Intolerable and Eternal. 
DI Tis therefore the beſt advice that 
ng ever was given, and the belt that 
MJ we can take, which our Mionr rai- 
PH ſes by way of Application from the 
YM whole, That we would ſo far Con- 
MN ſult our-own Intereſt and Eternal 
Good, as to learn one great Inſtance 
thy of Prudence, from the children of 
In #he world, who are wiſer in their gene- 
ell ration than the children of light. 
| {Tho' Profligate and Caſt-aways , 
in can by no means be prevailed upon 
'Et 'B4 to 
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tocomply with the ſober and advanye \ 
tagious Dictates of God and Conll: 
ſcience 3 yet we muſt be inſtructec 
in one main Point of Wiſdom ang I. 
Conduct,even from them, and learnh n 
as Innocence from Doves, ſo Wiſdomqct 
even from Serperts ; and that 1s tqlt 
make to our ſelves Friends of thg. 
unrighteous Manmmon, that when wo l 
fail, they may receive ws into everlaſiÞor 
ing Habitations. U 
I muſt confeſs, that the Reſolu{ 1 
tion which this unjuſt Steward {qd 
haſtily took up with, was very fa » 
trom the {ate and honourable Track 
of Honeſty, and-may be mentio 
ned widhythe reſt of his frauduleny-/ 
Practiſes 3 nay perhaps, as it wager 
the laſt, ſo the moſt Notoriong / 
Cheat that he had been Guilty ofÞa 
when he had bubled his Lord ſap 
much, and ſo long before, to givep« 
him-ſuch a clear wipe at his goingfh 
off too; and yet our Saviour Ex$f 
tracts the wholſomeſt Advice infal 
than 
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nje World from it : In theſe Three 

npllowing Particulars. 

ec 

nq 1. That we ſhould be provident 

'nþ make to our ſelves Friends, and 

och as may ſtand us in ſtead, when 

tql things elſe ſhall fail and torſake 

hg. : 

wi II. That we be Induſtrions, but 

/tonelt, in uſing our utmoſt endea- 
urs to promote them. 

uf 1H. To inſtruct us in the vaſt 

{qdvantages of this Wiſdom, That 

fag we may be received into everlaſting 

clbit ations. 4 

(e) 


Makes to your ſelves friends of the 
righteous Mammon. 
ng And little doubt can be made, but 
>fÞþat they abound in Friends who 
ſqpve Marmon on their ſide : Who 
veyer complain'd for want of them, 
1g hilſt Fan'd with a pleaſant Gale of 
xÞpulency and Proſperity 2 Yet, 
infalas ! ) ſuch as hang and fawn up- 
gn us, merely becauſe we are Rich 
Or 


rg 


If 
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or Noble, and of a confider$Þ) 
Station in the World, prove Pl 
#1iſerable Corrforters in an Ebb of (er 
Fortune. Of ſuch Friends Por 
had more then enough, whenſ-t 
was the greateſt Man in all the EP! 
then the aged ſtood up before him, Pp 
ces refrain'd talking, and laid tre 
hands upon their mouths, the noÞ.% 
Fob 29. 8, held their peace, they waited for me 
Þ,10, Xcc. for the rain, &C. Fad 
Then there was an Emulatip« 
amongſt his numerous Followepo: 
who ſhou'd pay him the loweſt 
mage,/ every one contending hF* 
to comply with his Inclinatioþ 
and how to gratifie him in evg« 
Circumſtance of his Life. But wh 
a ſtern Providence had ſtrip'd hf 
Naked as he was born, and Lodgp. 
him upon a loathſome DunghſP« 
how bitterly does that Righted# 
Perſon complain of their revolt 
Unkindneſs 2 Miſerable Comfort4® 
ye are all, like the Brooks of . Tex 
(to uſe his own elegant on 4 
0 


_ 
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r4n) which, when there was no 
> ant of Water prodigally overflowed 
-* heir Banks, but in a parching Drought 
forded not a Drop to. quench the 
-nlinting Traveller's Thirſt, Jn my 
Il Tide of Proſperity, as he bitterly 
Pamplains, you, and who but you , 
there my Friends * when 1 ſtood 12 Chap. 6. 
op veed of your Friendſhip, then you 14, 15 
jeparicd me with your Viſits, and 
ade me Sick with your fulſome Flat- 
tics > when the ſecret of God was 
repon 1my 1 abernacle, and the Bleſſangs 
Heaven were richly ſhour d «por 
ge every day, then you overflowed in 
oÞindneſs too: But now when I am 
veaſted with Calamities, and parched 
11 with the ſcorching Flames of an 
ory God, and ſtand really in need 
loff your Succour and advice, then you 
hiporly ſtand at an uncomfortable di- 
edjence . from me ; and rather then per- 
ler the meaneſt ac of Friendſhip * 
rig ou heap freſh Lronbles, to my alrea- 
ey inſupportable Miſeries, by Perſe- 
atmtine him whom God hath ſmitten, 
fo) LY | and 
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and wvexing him whom the AlmiP* 
hath wounded. To him that is af ul 
Fed Pity ſhould be ſhewn from (© 
Friend, but my Brethren have dq 
Dereitfully, and forſaken the Feaſt 
God, &Cc. EE 

'Tis indeed a very Vanity to 1 
zine, that ſuch People can ever Þ 
form the leaſt Office of Sacred Fre 


n 


bl 


ſhip, who, merely for their © P 
Advantage, court and fleer upon 
in a Calzz, and reſpeCt us no turt| 
than we can aſſzſ# or relieve the 
Such real Friends therefore 


ſhould endeavour to make to 4 


Ul 
{t 


Cc 


ſelves, whoſe Abilities and Inclifff 
tions equally concur to reſcue or” 
freſh us in the rougheſt Stor-2s af 
Tempeits + But certainly ſuch Frie 
are very rare and difhcult to 
found, and leaſt of all amongſt 
Great and Proſperous. Our Sal. 
our therefore adviſeth not our Coufſ® 
ſhip to ſuch ; for it being ſo nq* 
to an impoſlbility, that they thelf* 
ſelves ſhould be ſaved, 'tis equal 
| 1mPpC 


Cc 
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Wo poſlible . that when we fail they 


$1/d receive us into everlaſting habi- 
, ons + But chiefly recommends to 
44, the neceſſitous and afflicted, rhe 
, .bedy and the out-caſts, whoſe Pray- 
'þ and Interceflions for ns, if we 
: 40 either Purchaſe or Bribe at any 
F< 3 even ſuch forlorn and deſpi- 
Jole Wretches, will be inhnitely 
tter Advocates for us at theThrone 


nf Grace, then all the rich and 
-$ughty Men in the World. Thoſe 
Iſtrefſed and forlorn People, that 
he 
e have been compaſhonate and 
 Jnd to here, will prove the beſt 
Kors to Negotiate our Afﬀairs a- 
jÞve, by laying up for us everlaſt- 
g Funds, and fixing us Banks that 
all be more durable then the very 
eavens themſelves : They are the 
ithful Harbingers, that provide 
d procure for us everlaſting Ha- 
tations, when we muſt take an 
willing Farewel of all thoſe in- 
Fagling Pleaſures, which have {ſo 
ajſ<quently Warp'd us from our Du- 


ty 


C 
) 
"tk 
' 


10! 
1 


JC 


The Wiſe Steward. 


ty and our Intereſt. Tho' they nya * 


by ſome, be look'd upon as ligov 
better then the fi/tb and off-ſconriÞ Þ 
of the World, as the Holy apoſiftr 
before them were ; yet when thpal 
are Sanctified like the Angels thefper 
ſelves, they miniſter for thexz who ſhi 


« be heirs of Salvation. b] 


Which wholſome Advice of of: 
Saviour, was look'd upon as ſuch pe 
abſurdity in Divinity, | by the nope 
and ſupercilious Phariſees, that thþv 
entertain'd the excellent Parable a 
the divine Author of it with oppa 
ſcorn and derifion z; they heard 
theſe things and derided him (#Þ< 
puxTherCor aure) they made Montf| 
at him, they treated him and his q« 
vineDoctrine3 at ſuch an unmannerP? 
rate, as if they had been worth q 
other Notice, then their inſipÞ 
Drolls, and dull Grimmace. 

To which ungenteel and ſcornfÞ 
way, of that bigotted and infatuF: 
ted People, our Lord, without thp' 


leaſt Commotion, tacitly replyetiþ 
b 
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ya warmer Application, in the 
owing Apologue 3 * You think 
x} perceive, to littlegpurpoſe,and 
fþtreamly beneath you, to pur- 
thhaſe the Friendſhip of the Poor, 
1egerefore with your Patience, I 
111 adventure upon another Pa- 
ble z There was Aa certain rich 
gar, which was cloathed in purple and 
hte Linnen, and fared ſumptnonſly 
nÞery day, who had a certain deſpt+ 
thable, bnt pious Beggar lying at 
& 2ate,Petitioning for theCrumbs 
zppat fell from his luſcious Table. 
1 he rich man died and was in hell, 
I e poor Man was watted by An- 
Is into the boſorr of Abraham < 
5 C y tf it not been exceedingly advan- 
effigious to that great and opulent 
gerion, to have made himſelf a 
fiend þ »y his unrigchteous ot paaggn, 
a ſealonable a&& of Charity, t 
fqach a deplorable but andtified in- 
uance of Miſery, rather then in 
thfell to beg,and to be denied a drop 
int | Water, 
b Not 


[1 
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[Prov. 19. 
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Not that I dare ſay, the Poghye 
all Caſes are able to be ſuch Frichay 
but this we are bold to recommha] 
to Men, from the beſt and the gf j 
teſt Authority, that God of higk1f 
finite Goodneſs hath been pleaſefro 
undertake for them, and in the nFnc 
ſolemn manner hath engaged 
ſelf to repay all that Athſtance Sh 
Compathon, which we ſhall ouh; 
diſinterefled Principles of Relf | 
on, beſtow upon any one that bKe 
the Image of God, and the Honfne 
rable Character of a Chriſtian. Im 
that hath pity upon the poor (Sololgo 
tells us) lendeth to the Lord, (he 
veizea, he lends upon Uſury.) 
a greater than Solomon hath mr 
plainly told us, that if we giv 
the poor, we ſhall have treaſuresſtr 
Heaven. And theſe are no deſfjn 
cable Encouragements, to be pfjer 
fuſe and prodigal in our BenefaFet 
ons, when we ſhall fit down api 
calmly conſider, that whateverFe 
of Mercy we ſhall perform to a qe 


{tre 


n 


t 
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Atrefled and pious Chriftian, ſhall 
Aaveſo certain, ſo ample and ſoeter- 
ial a Reward. 

21 But that I may wholly confine m 
Self to my Text, and the Parable 
From which I borrowed it, we ſhall 
nd five uſeful and excellent Cir- 
umftances recommended to us, 
hich I may call the whole Duty of 


| arity. | 


lf 1. He called bis Lords Debtors : Verſe 5. 


WFfle did not coldly ſtay for a formal 
Nntreaty, and till their Neceſlities or 
mportunities extorted a kindneſs 
ofrom him ; but what he did as to 
Mem, was voluntary, unconſtrain- 
d, and unexpected. Of” Abraham 
nd Lot 'tis ſaid, they purpoſely fate 
vM the doors of their Tents to call in 
estrangers ; no need to ſtand and 
ellnock for Admitrtance, but thoſerye- 
pgerable Patriarchs, prevented their 
agetimons before they asked, and 
 aFith a noble Charity, {upplied-thew 
rFeceſſities before they could-diſco- 
a ger them. Db 
(o C Ob- 
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Obſerve it where we pleaſe, a c/Þ* 
 moroms and canting Petitioner, (tant * 
leaſt of any in need of your Suf* 
conr..'\ Caſt thy bread upon the water . 
ſays Solomon, and thou ſhalt find & 
after many days ; but caſt it chiefff 
upon the ſtanding Waters , ſaithf* 
Father ; the running Streams, th{" 
IS, ſtrolling vagabonds will ſhift we 
enough for themſelves; but they thif* 
are neceſſitated to ſtand ſtill, who 
great modeſty will rather ſuffer the F 
to ſtarve than ramble, are moſt li 
ble: to Putrefation, and always I" 
bour under ſeverer Neceſlities, thÞ* 
ſuch as whine and wander all the NF | 
tion over. ' ; 
Not that I condemn Charity & 
any Perſon Breathing ; but we mul." 
needs know, that ſome Objects U 
Compaſilion are to be. preferred þ þ 
fore others ; ſuch are the more pil * 
o#5,the neareſt Related,and the mc 3 
epparently Neceſſitows. St. Paul's Ru 
is, that ve muſt do good unto all mel Ir 
but eſpecially to them that are q” 
Ly... 


4 
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je houſhold of faith. But as for 
| 1d 487 arts and loyterers, thoſe C- 
. ens of the World, to purchaſe 
eir Friendſhip by our Mammon, is 
1Þ be their Adverſaries and our own 
oo. Wholſome, and if need be, 
F.vere CorredFion is fitter for ſach, than Dormit 
n Als, that ſo they may be ,ſcourg- Nertit 
{ from their Neceſlities, and Bride- rep 
'. 7 from their Vices. They are a 
off. to our doors, the Robbers of 
em that are really indigent ; and 
" ndeed the diſhonour and ſcandal of 
Ihe E-gliſh Nation : To relieve ſuch 
to humor their Lyxury, and*not 
\ d. {ſhew our Charity : : to be liberal 
"Þa Yin, is to defraud a Saint; 
nd to ſupport a uſeleſs Drone, is 
,Þe higheſt aCt of Cruelty, rather than 
ty, becauſe 'tis the ready way to 
$:ir him in Body and Soul. 
I will but mention the Wiſdom 
Ind Piety of Fernſalex,, and indeed 
"of all Fudea, wherein a Beggar was 
{counted a reproach to their holy 
Kelgior, and A ſhame to their Na- 
it C3 ' tion, 


Gal. 6. 


21 
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tion, and yet as crowded with Ped 

leas it was, a Beggar was not foun ; 
Fecatiſe not allowed, amongſt the 
Nor will I but hint to you the p 
ous Boaſtings which we every whetf- 
meet with in the Apologies. of tt 
firſt Champions for Chriſtianityſe F. 
who tho' they livd in an age « il 
{ach raging Cruelties, and Perſecy, 
tions, that (carce any Chriſtian kney, 
what was his own, yet they coull 
give 2 bold Defiance to their Ex y « 
mes, to name one Perſon of th 


n 


Holy, Faith that lay in Gaol for ar is il 
- agitious Crime, for Debt, or frlf, 
* fered for want of Relief : Thy 


made that noble Army of Martyſ* 
plainly tell their Perſecutors, th a 
ey {perit more upon their poor® 
Brethren 8 in the frees then. ts 
Heathens did upon their Gods if” 
their Temples, and coltly Sacrificel, 
Nay, with thoſe Primitive and g 
rous Souls, 'twas laid upon Delit 
quents as a Puniſhment, and a af. 
graceful one too, to be deny 4 : q; 
Fel 
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onour of caſting their Money into 
"the Pyblick Treaſury. But (as to 


e Caſe before us) St.Paul hath ut- 


; qerly obſtructed our Charity, and as 


It were, hardned our hearts again 
h People, whoſe Neceſlities are t 


Fett of pure Lazieſs. He that , T1, 


1 


Þ&il/. not labour, let him not eat, i. e. 3: 19. 
t him not be relieved. And as for 

ke pions and ſober Chriſtian, who 

y ſome ſtern Providence is. really 

duced to wantand Penury, it we 


mt up our Bowels 0 of Compdle 204 


0 ro 'tis as plain, from another 


q le, that we forfeid all our In- 


Freſt in our Chriſtianity, and have 


' dt a'dram of the Love of God re- : * | 


Jig 


Rining Int Us. 
The next no leſs neceflary 


| 
8.x that muſt accompany 


- 


It 


Charity, than that which went 
fore, 15, that what he-did was 
one nimbly and with diſpatch ; P/: /F; 


Fowr quickly, and make your own 


qerms. God, ſays St. Pal, loveth verſe 6 


4 Weheerful giver. The wiſer Heathens 


C 3 obſerved, 
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Cor.9. 7- obſerved, that their Repnblick C 
| ver reaped the lealt Benefit by offe,. 
ing a Sacrifice, when the Beaſt vig.. 
lently ſhun'd the Altar, and muſt. 
drag'd to it by perfect force. Anfc 
'tis moſt certain, that God who gf - 
veth liberally to all men, and upbra 
eth not, loveth a cheerful Count 
nance in the giver ; and 'tis the, 
that he is beſt pleaſed withthe Gif, 
'tis- the very Salt that ſeaſons of, 
Charity, and without which it caf, 
not be acceptable to hi»z, who ſhoy.., 
ers down {o many. and daily" Bl, 
ſings upon us,  Bleſſengs unask'd 'i;;. 
and undeſerved. Wh we bak. 
tizie, or opportunity, let-us do gol 
unto all men ; and 'tis plain, tf 
we have no time but the - pi, 
{ent. | 
What thou doſt do quickly, ſaid Aa. 
Saviour to Judas, which was a pie} 
verbial Speech, by which he jeeif,; 
that infamous Traytor with his h,, 
tended Villany z_ but was uy ſn 


: 
| 


ll 
lames.1.5. 
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tis 
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ood by the Diſciples, of his giving 
ome ſpeedy Alms to the poor, up- 
ie 21 that extraordinary occaſion, be- 
I$2uſe he carried the common ſtock , 
End was the unju$t,but unwiſe Steward 
tf his Maſters Bounty. 

'Tis a ſordid, a ſtingy Charity, 
o part with nothing till we dye ; 
Wis in effect to ſay, that we dare not 
"Fruſt God himſelf with what . we 
Have, till we can't keep it any longer 
Pur ſelves ; but perfect Charity caſt- 

th ont this fear above all other, and 
1n generouſly truſt the great Bexe- 

F&or of the World with all; for 

Ftis but parting from that which we 

annot keep; and therefore "tis no 
Small inſtance of our Prudence, to 

Wake our own Eyes our' Overſeers, 

and our own Hands the Executors of 
Every thing we deſign ſhould be 
lone, for God. the Church , or our 
"YeVow Chriſtians ; for he-thar giveth 
"not till he dies, would not then per- 
haps if he could help it ; - and in 
I 


7 


ſuch a Caſe, whatſoever he bequeaths 
C 4 may 
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may indeed be his laſt Teſtamen 
but 1n propriety of ſpeaking, Pl! 
can ſcarce be called his laſt Wil. {hs 
3. Conſider the extent of thina 
Steward's Policy, he called every one; 
of his Lord's Debtors. A perfqþlc 
Chriſtian Charity knows no Boundfo 
but is as Univerſal and Catholick,#e 
the Charch of God it (elf. To hefftis 
up all our Liberality upon one, Ev 
to injure and defraud all the re{Ch 
Therefore 'tis our Prudence, athn 
'twill be no leſs our Intereſt, ſoÞr 
contrive. our BenefaFions, as thillt 
may be diffuſive, and ſo do md or: 
good. *'Tis a miſtaken piece di 
Charity, to confer all our Libera 
ty upon. one or two, and ſuffer t in 
reſt to ſtarve at our doors. ar 
David therefore when he is ſtudfof 
ouſly deciphering the Charafter ri 
a Righteous Man, adds this as ot 
| main Circumſtance to make hi 
* 112Auch diſperdit & dedit, He h: 
by. diſperſed abroad,” and given to tlie 
Poor. bt 
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A prudent Diſtribution of our 
\lms, is infinitely more acceptable, 
han a partial Accumulation. To 
tinake one Paxper rich, with a total 
ofpeglect of all the reſt, is a miſera- 
fqþle obedience to the great Precept of 
doing good to all Men : And if it 
Fe a fulfilling the Law in one point, 
(tis a plain violation of it in another. 
, Every diſtreſſed Member of the 
eſEhrrch bears the ſame Image of God, 
aqand is redeemed with the coſtly 
>@rice of the ſame urvaluable Blood ; 
hglt muſt therefore be a ſort of Sa- 
1G&rilege, to enrich oe, and coldly to 
Wiſregard a// others : But like the Sur 
alſwe muſt ſcatter our Light and kind 
Binfluences upon the whole Field, 
2gand not poorly ſhine upon an Acre 
1agof Ground only : Then it is that we 

uly perform an acceptable att'o 
DfCharity, when we lay a Foundation 
for 4 publick good, and do ſome- 
ing that Poſterity may be the bet- 
ter for, then we have the Honour to 
Joe accounted ' BenefaFors to the 
World's 
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World's great Lord and Maſter, a F 
Creditors of the Redeemer of Mat I 
kind. The greater extent our Chg. 
rity takes, the more Advocates wi. 
make for us at the Throne of Gract 
and lopk, whatſoever we lend 
him , ſhall be paid us again : 

Cy rus was wont to ſay, that he acc; 
Sidand better Treaſures for himſelf. 
than thoſe he parted with, by m 
king his Friezds rich, and cantoninf 
out his Bounty amonegſt his Depel 
dents and” Followers ; fo we, wht 
our Abilities are great, - are obligh, 
not only by our Holy Faith, but: 
point - of Common Pradente:: 

make' as many Friends with: 0 
Marimon, as "tis pollible, for: t 
ſatisfattion of having been help; 
and beneficial to Mankind, does nf; 
only beget ns an outward _ _ al. 
Veneration from all god Mex ; 
affords ſuch internal Del; obte;: 4 
conſtaft Cerenity of Soul, as ;nfini 
ly tranſcend all the ſenſual Pleaſun, 
in the World : And what is mc 


ye 


r 
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7 'Fet, the good and wiſe God is plea- 

Ed to rep ay our Charity beyond a 

Feach of Humane I»terei#, with 4 

mndred fold in this World, and in 

ry; he World to come with Everlaſting 
ife. 

4. From this Wiſe Steward we 

earn another excellent Ryle, to di- 

our Charity by 3 for we find 


-Cl 
el 


. Jim, tho" dealing very generouſly, 

fet proportionably to the ſeveral. 
"WNeceſlities of his Maſter's Debtors, 
$0 ſome rnore, to ſome leſs. And 


ret for this 1 confeſs we have no cer- 
Sin Rule, becauſe the Duty recom- 
i” ,nended to us, 1S not to be cut by a 
IT hread 'as Tuſtice 3 is; only in ge- 
feral we learhi,that where the Bounn- 
y of Heaven hath bleſt us with a- 
W kndarice our Charity to the Indi- 
-Joent, rihaſt bear ſome proportion to 
Jour own' Abilities, as well as to 
Ftheir Neceſſities : According to that ,.,, 
a Man hath.” is St. Paxl's Rule 3 and Chap. g 
fe that being fo bleſt, ſoweth {pa- 
" cingly, {hall reap ſparingly : has 6b 
that 
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ſelves, and our Families. In tl 
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that great No mtimates, thy, 
the variety-of Abilities- which Mg. 
enjoy, make it unfit, and almoſt ir . 
poſlible to preſcribe any certain Sun, . 
only 'tis our Intereſt to.give as mu 

as we can honeſtly ſpare, withol, 

being manifeſtly injurious to of t. 


ſenſe only our Proverb is true, th 
Charity begins at home; for he thi 
piveth to others, more: than he 
able to {pare from his own ju5F Ni 
ceſſitics, nuſt needs fall Taka th 
blunt CharaGer of a Fool of a 
man ; a Charitable Perſon being aſl 
ally compared to a Ciftern, that rt 
tains a-good quantity. of Water fd, 
it ſelf, and not to a. Pipe whidk 
lets all run through it, .,We m 
take ſuch care for other People's lafe;. 
ty, as never to deſtroy our. own: 
And if we kindly reach; out © F 
Hands to "preſerve another fron, 
Drowning , 'we muſt | take heed ti 
ſtand firm our ſelves, leſt we all 
Fe tor Company. *- : 
5. The 


ut 
oy 
 \ 
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5. The Diſcretion and Policy in 
| Jhe management of his declining 
Fortunes is remarkable ; he abated ,, 
"he greateſt Proportion to ſuch, as 
'Þ all probability would aftord him 
UJhe greateſt kindneſs when he ſhould 
*  turn'd out of his gainful Office. 
"Ft. Paul's is excellent Advice, when 
ſe bids us do ſome good to al Men, 
ut more to them that are of the 
Wo vfbold of faith ; becauſe Diſcretion 
$5 well as Religion obligeth us, to 
af more peculiarly aſſiſting to them, 

hoſe known Worth and Piety may 
R | tand us in the greateſt ſtead, in a 

lay of diſtreſs; and whoſe Pray- 
L rs for us will find the eaſieſt admit- 
. ance, and the readieſt acceptance at 
Ie Throne of Grace. And we have 
i Il the Afurance that Heaven can 
"Five,that our dearRedeemer for their 
Fikes, will make us Deniſons of the 
Yeruſalen that is above ; wili Tran- 
ate us from the reeking Sediment 
F this lower World, to everlaft- 
Tre Habitations ; and from being 
h $0- 


- 


__ 
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Sojourners and Pilgrims here, t.. 
be Kings and Prieſts to biz for eve, .. 
more. And oh, how valuable ough, 1 
ſuch Advocates to be, however dg|;1 
ſpicable here > whoſe Prayers an 
Interceſliions can raiſe us to ſud}, 
illuſtrious Preferments hereafter ! Þ x; 
This 1s the whole Subſtance q,, 
the Parable, and theſe are the Mg 
thods propoſed by our Saviour frothy, 
it, whereby to wake to our ſelug, 
friends of the unrighteous Mammogg; 
which was my firſt particular. Ti. 
ſecond is fr 
An honeſt Iuduſtry in procurinf 
ſ{uch Friends, and the means and 1 
ſtruments by which they may be prgſx 
cured ; and that,is, by the Mamm, 
of unrighteouſneſs. 
They that liſt, may find a gra, 
deal of duſt and uſeleſs noiſe, raisf 
by Interpreters and Criticks, aboil 
the Original and Signification & 
this word Mammor, - which waul 
be as vain in me to repeat, as twoulf, 
be harſh..and tedious for you I: 
1eat 


WW Q@ © 
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Jcar ; our own beſt Tranſlators, in 
he Margent of your Bibles, have 
Sold us it ſignifieth Riches, and I 
Till trouble my ſelf no. further. 
Wor is it worth your while to 
'Fe told, why 'tis ſtiled by this 
þdious Epithet, of unrighteous Mam- 


[5 


107. 

1 Make to your ſelves friends of the 
"Plammon of nnrighteouſneſs. This 
&ems to be the higheſt abſurdity, a 
Middle, and at firſt view, next door 
'$o an Impoſhbility. For can we 
-Juppoſe it poſſible, or ſo much as 
'Srobable,; that we can bribe or pur- 
"Shale the Friendſhip of Heaven, by 
"Þ Fortune that hath been violently 
*Txtracted from Widows Tears and 
-Prphans Groans > Can that Holy 
pd, whois of purer Eyes then to 
Fehold Iniquity, be pleaſed, when 
"© offer an Abomination for a Sacri- x, cc 
Fe No, it mult bethe higheſt at- 
Front imaginable , to ſuppoſe the 
ord our Righteouſneſs, to be a Pa- 

fron of Knaves and Villains, a San- 
" Ctuary 
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tuary for Cheats and commg 
Rogues, and a Broker to receiſfe 
ſtollen Goods. God forbid that,@ 
ny Man ſhould fo think. he 
And yet I confeſs in one Caſe, 
where an Eſtate hath been haſtiſF..- 
and unjuſtly gotten, a good propd..( 
tion of it muſt of neceſiity be bf 
{towed upon Pious and Charitabh 
Uſes, otherwiſe the acquirers of 
can have but {mall hopes of a bai 
ter Life when this is done. I ſay. 
in oze Caſe ; but alas, 'tis juſtly Gr 
be feared it is the Caſe of too man, 
in this declining and tottering Aghjs 
of Chriſtianity : For how man 
Phariſaical Votaries, by the ſpec 
ous Pretence of long Prayers, hats 
devoured Widows Houſes ; Ame 
how many under the Vizor of gre 
ter Sanctimony, have ſwept awth 
whole Families into their Corbanty, 
how many that have amaſs'd to then .. 
{elves a ſudden Fortune, by palpt 
ble Fraud and Injuſtice ? and x 
long practiſed the Trade and Myſtg 
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G4 Cheating ; that if it would fave 
Fheir Souls, they cann't call 'to re- 
Fembrance - the” . Perſons '' whom 
hey have Wronged and Rained 


: 


Serchance. vr 
*#-*Fis in ſuch 'a Caſe that/we muft 
eſtow what we*'have'ſ{oinjurioutly 
queez'd outof the: Wrecks of''dther 
Men, as near as-*tis poſlible," as they 
Fould: or ſhonld have done:them- 
Felves 3 for welmuſt needs know, 
Fat they would not have-made us 
w ours theit Legatees ; andirill we 
ave: unloaded: our- Souls from the 
allt/of ſucha horrid injuſtice, 'tis 
ery much in yain to'expect Remiſ- 
Son'of- our Sins: for I take/itto be 
nundoubted/Frath,” that Grid does 
pot uſually forgive any Man, to 
AMhe wrong and * utter undoing 'of 
SÞ'third Perſon; and his Pofterity for 
icver. ; HET 
1 However, :I'am ſure tis 4 moſt 
Funaccountable 'Preſumption, | for a 
Man that hath/by open Violerice, vt 
Mfecret Fraud, reduced his Neightour 
/ D to 
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to Beggary, and turn'd: his Poſteriy 
naked jinto- the inhoſpitable Worlk, { 
to come at laſt, and cry God Mt 
cy 3 and to conclude of his Salvaſhe 
on, without making ſome Satisfa 
on or. Acknowledgment to the Pe 
ſon or Family wrong'd. 'e 
That trite Rule is as true as ol, 
Nan remittitur peccatum nift reititully 
tur oblatum , no Forgiveneſs. can he 
expected, without ſome Reſtitul. 
an made for the Treſpaſs. And thi, 
Man miift have a wretched Opinighg 
of God and Religion, who think} 
to ſtep ſqicaſtly out of this Work 
into the Everlaſting Joys of -anfy 
ther, whilſt his Soul 1s loaded : 
polluted with the Spoyls and Th, 
phies-of his Rapine and Injuſtighe 
In order therefore to compleat ala 
Peace with God, before we go hen 
to be no more ſeen, we muſt mal 
as full a Reſtitution as 'tis poſſibleþ 
and if none can be remembred 4 
be found; then follows that oth& 
Rule, acquiftt mals impende jam 


NA R 
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rg}; what thou haſt thus fraudulent? 
Sy ſcraped together , take care thay 
be beſtowed ſo, as ſhall beſt pro- 
Wote the Hononr of God, the Good 
uf his' Church, and the juſt Succour 
"$f diſtreſſed Chriſtians, And /thus 
'e may make to our ſelves friends 
WF the Marmrnmon of QUnrighteouſneſc, 
7 the very Letter of the Para- 
T And let me add; that they who 
Shder the Goſpel; are not thus di- 
Woſed to reſtore, m ſome meaſure, 
pdt they have. ſo injurioufly Ex- 
red ' from others, - as they ' con- 
Wert fp ſafer Prattife of that or 
_ icant; who reſtored. four- 8, 
IÞevery one that: he i tear Kay A 
Whey ſhamefully fall ſhore, even of 
Wat 17aytor's Conſcietice, who with 
TRemorſe that ſufhk- hin into Hell 
Wor Sanctuary, brought back the thir- 
th: pieces of Silver ,- - the infamous 
Frice of the Redeemer of Man- 


x ind: | 
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- Tho” this Dottrine be a moſt i 
fallible Truth, yet T confeſs it lie 


not in the deſi 91 of the Parabli 


for every one knoweth that Reſtit 


tion-is an A&q'of' Juſtice, but dtc 


Parable arms at Charity only. /: Ne 
if "this: Steward, whoſe Prade 
(not His Diſhoneſty) is recommentÞ®*: 
ed'to us by our Saviour, had ifainf* 
ſtated the Accounts betwixt the Fo 
and the ſeveral Debtors ; if he h© 
ated pon the: Square , and 'ff 
dodged' with his Maſter , by al 
riris them conſiderable Sums, 
could ke have expetted any fu 
Kindnefſes from them 2 His: Lil 
raliry therefore wrought . them. ing 
grateful” Compaſlion of him',- alf* 
of ' Fiberality it ' muſt ' be _ 1 
ſtood'{ by this he-be 'mrade to hf"! 
felf” PEW of the Mammon PA 
righteouſneſs; 1" 

'And yet as . narichteous as.th " 
are, our” Lord hath piouſly exhalf 
ed us to find Honey i in this Lion; ul q 
Pxttact an Amtitode out of of Ns 
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Sn it (elf, which is the third andlaſt 
art of my Task. 
) | \ The end and Motive to good 
AVorks, from the vaſt Rewards that 
Wtend them hereafter , everlaſting 
Habitations.' - And here agam we 
ect m_ three very material Parti- 
Sulars ; '1. The ' unſpeakable Re- 
T jards of Charity + 2. The nick 
md feaſon when they {hall be be- 
Fowed 'upon'us; when ze fail, or 
| q zen” it, Mammon, fails, © 3. By 
phoſe means we ſhall be received ins 
F$otheſc everlaſting Habitations ; They 
lf all recelve JO 


ſ it, The Rewards of Charity 

F#hich'being a Noble Theme, and 

/ particular too Copious tobe now 

F ifnlarged upon, I (hall butjuſt crouch 
a | 

ads greatand wiſe King hath told 

} that Riches are of that uncer- 


bf win Nature,” that they make them- Prov. 234 


tel: Foes winger and ft away. towards 


Andi>if we © canwilely 
12.2 trim 


FT. The Wiſe Steward. 
| trim their Plumes, ſo as to my 
them ſoar ſuch a lofty flight, 
that glorious place let them fly 
God's Name. If our Alms and Ol; 
lations aſcend thither for a Men 
rial, we are for ever bleſt, beyonky. 
all that can be expreſt or conceiv'd&,j 
for then they are ſaſely lodged fd 
ns in that everlaſting Treaſury,whey; 
neither oth nor ruſt car corrupt, al 
where they ſhall be for ever (ecu 
from Depredations, and out of tilj; 
reach of Violence. 1 
Riches accumulated, and pardj 
moniouſly hoarded up , - to gratil 
a tenacious Humour, are altogethgq 
uſeleſs,and utterly loſt whilſtwe li; 
and muſt be eternally parted frony- 
when our Lord calls upon us to gih 
#p our Account. But whatſoever Sh; 
given in the name of a Diſciple, W"' 
are afſured ſhall encreaſe to a but, 
dred fold. Our Bread and off 
Alms, when pioufly diſtributed 4 
the deſerving and neceflitous Ment; 
bers of Chriſt, increaſeth -by = | 
| inf 
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imimniſhed ; and thus to beſtow 
dur Wealth is to augment itz like 
Soſe few Loaves our Saviour diſtri- 
Siuted to the hungry Multitude ; it 
altiplieth, not only as they, to the 
Bread that Periſheth, but unto Ever- Jon 5. 
Hing Life. 
1 dare not ſay, that good Works 
Sin purchaſe or merit Heaven 3 for 
hen we have done the beſt we can, 
te muſt humbly bow our Heads 
id ſay,we are nrprofitable Servants ; 
F<t that's a Doctrine dindled and 
Guſtifed by forme; when Ithdeed 'tis 
Utter to be Exploded then Copfu- 
ed. No! only the unvaluable 
ood and meritorious Sttffertngs 
Four dear Redeemer, and our Faith 
(him, can makes acceptable in 
he ſight of God. | 
T' Yet this I dare modeſtly aver, 
Mat if any one Chriſtian Virtue 
an aſcertain to us Everlaſting Ha- 
$i ations, and enfeofe us inthe Mar- 
7s above, 'tis that of a Holy and 
"generous Compattion to the diſtreſ- 
W .D4 {ed 
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ſed Members of our Common Saul 
our. And if the good we do, pre: 
ceeds from a dilintereſted Aﬀectic Y 
to the Church of . God; and an flu 
tire Faith. to the: Holy Teſus:: ; . boli 
our Works and our Mens ſhall zo 
juſtified in an eternal Rewang Jit) 
before the whole World of : Me att 
and Angels, at the Brat day of,RAr 
tributions. $do 
Tis true, we are adapted Sonsdh: 
God, and made Heirs of Everlalfay; 
in Salvation, meerly through +. 
:nfoite Merits of -Qur Lord amR' 
Saviour ,- and - we Jare jultified Mau 
Faith-in him alone:z,, þut 'tis- as trufſa 
that Charity and good Works Sal M 
ctifie us ; theſe put Life .and. EndI( 
2y into. our Holy: Profeſlion, : aaf$t 
| make that Faith kindly Thrive ol SC 
Z Flouriſh-into Fooleting Life : Amyan 
| all our noiſe about, Religion ,, anll gc 
co.13.1. Faith, without Charity to. enlive 
them , . makes as iharſh a Din, Jar 
| ſaunding Braſs, or. tinkling Cymbal 
Wayout good Works our Rgl1gi ; 
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is vai, and our Faith is dead, and 
gan no more perform any regular 
gAtions, than a Body that lieth in 
WPotretattion and Diffluency can a- 
Mnſe and walk. . Nay, 'tis by this 
More excellent way (as St: Paul calls 
alit) that we (hall be Glorifted here- 
eater, as well as SanCctified here : 
And we are put into a Capacity to z,,., 
{$do all this good toour ſelves and 0- 17. 
thers, by this Mammor of Unrighte- ! <1 
l. - 3l. 

wſneſs. : | 
W7-. Strange | but true, that uncertain 
MRiches by our. Religious, Manage- 
ment of them, will procure for us 
Waſure and certain Reward-z and the 
Ml Maron of - Onrighteouſneſs, a 
A Grown of Righteouſneſs ; | otherwiſe 
St. Paul had in vain commanded his 
Son 17othy, to exhort the Opulent 

and Wealthier Chriſtians, to do 
mM good , and to be. rich-.in good 
Works; to be ready to diſtribute, 
Jand willing-to Communicate, ' that , 7, | 
4 by - theſe, Methods they . might 'lay 18, 19] 
qup..in ſtore --for- | themſelyes'''a 
k good 


| 
| 
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good Foundation againſt the tim d 
rocome, and fo lay hold on Eterndlff® 
Lite. os 
-- 2. But all this vaſt reward lies mf 
a cold Reverlion, and when ſhalfſ®) 
we be actually Poffeſſed of it Þ 
When we fail, ſays the Text (fi 
when we really (tand in the greateſt (a 
and, as yet, unconcervable Want {Nc 
when, like this Steward, we are to" 
be ſtript of all our glorious Pre" 
tences, and by Death to be turn'dÞ* 
ſhivering and trembling out off® 
this Life ; when we are to. go Nat 9X 
ked out of the World, as ever [ 
came into jt, and be hurried tt ul, 
that impartial! Tribunal, to account ac 
how we have employed our Ta® 
tents, where our mighty Treaſurg]F 
will afford' bat cold Comfort to outf 1 
guilty Souls; and where our Cort Cl 
will notbe Nourifhing,nor ourGol be 
Reſtorative. Je 
We want' not Inſtances of gre 
and righteoms Perſons too, whoſt| 
Eſtates #nd' Honours have Vanifhi i 


. 
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ded away like a ſhadow, and in- 
atenſibly Melted, like Snow, betwixt 
{their Fingers, .in the Prophet's Ele- 


Jzant Compariſon ; witneſs that one 
widay., that ſaw Fob the greateſt Man 

in the Eaif, and one of the moſt 
Liflicted, the moſt neceſlitous, and. 
ACalamitous Perſon in the Warld : 
ANor need we rifle ancient Records, 
And tumble over the Hiſtories of o0- 
4 ther Nations, for Inſtances of the 
Alike Nature ; our own Kizedow and 

our own Memories afford us but 
Atoo fad an Inſtance of it in the - 
aIdriſtian and more than. Barbarous 
iIz/age of King Charles the Martyr, un- 
doubtedly one of the moſt virtuous 
aJand innocent Prizces that ever fate 
alupon the Throne of our Iſrael : 
u#llet notwithſtanding his . Divine 
\|Charafter, and Celebrated Piety , 
aIbeyond all Examples of former A- 
ilges, he was Plundered of the com- 
almon Neceſfaries of Life 4 had his 
A Wite and Children violently torn 
wi from . his Boſom , and at laſt 
d "TW, Barba- 


\ 
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ronſly Murdered by a parcel of willy 
godly Men ; | before the Gates & tel 
his own 'Royal Palace; and Wee 
pray God that his Blood be nd[La 
upon ' vs and our Children to thiffey 
day ! ]he 
By theſe Inſtances we ſee; thatyt 
there is ſome truth in the Text, '#en 
'tis read by the Syriack, Mamgf 
mon will fail us; that when yh 
fails. | I 
And from ſuch illuſtrious Ev#{Ft+ 
amples of * Suffering Piety , let u$|fai 
as they did, take exceeding- Caſs 
leſt that terrible doom which 
Apoitle patt upon Simon Tagen th 
ſhould 'be' our unhappy Lot alles 
ſo, Thy money periſh with thee. * jg 
* But our Tranthation 'is more ni#|q 
tural, which reads, When ye falllor 
And indeed, though our Foffeiteq 
ons, Eſtates and Honours poſlib{le 
ly may' ſurvive us, yet this plaliſqh 
Truthhowerly Experience is Prev 
ing to''ns, thar HW? wa "fail ec 
4nd fiddenly tao.”-'And t =o us 
WiKWIy 
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#lyith the help of another - Parable, 
Jtells us, -that-at the beſt we are but 
Uhtewards',, entruſted 'by ' the great 
MLandlord: of the World: with our 
Wveral Talents, for which we ſhall 
Ibe once called'to a rigid: Account:z 
Myhich 1f we prudently and conſci- 


a|enciouſly imploy, to! the Honour 
wlof our great Lord and Mater, and 
z the beſt advantage of, our fellow 
"Chriſtians, we gain no-leſs- than an 
#[Eternal Kingdom by them :. And 
$Ifil we ſhall; .. when Death ſhall 
ammon us hence 1nt0a"valt and 
undleſs 'Eternity-z- and-then 'tis, 
oat we {hall want ſomething that's 
w great and. durable as our immtor- 
tal Souls are; when our Riches can- 
#1 ot profit in :a' day of Wrath : 5 [Nor 
A our ſorrowful and- parting; Friends 
Mcomfort ſomuch as themſelves, much 
Mileſs #5 3 fnof ſhall we have any 
thing to rely -upon but theſe good 
Works, which will follow mn ac- 
; company us 3 inſeperably adhere to 
A 4$'to the very :end of our Journey, 
"ng and. 


4 
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and vigorouſly affiſt and' intercedy[p!« 
for us, when all other hopes and}! 
helps ſhall fail vs: Our Works an({}#* 
our Ale eſpecially ſhall follow uf fer 
tho' not formally and in kind, yal# 
in the unconceivable CompenſariÞ/* 
ons of another Life ; which bring|* 
me to my laſt particular. 
By whoſe means we fhall by 


thus Enſtated' in Glory , and wh” 


ſhall receive us. They, that'I#* 
the Poor, as all Interpreters both 
Ancient and Modern agree. BY how 
The Poor | Lord, can they hel Gr 
ns to Everlaſting Habitations, wha” 
like their Humble Saviour , have noſ® 
where to lay their Heads. Can tha 
that are the Reproaches of the Wor 4 hs 
and the Scerz of Mankind, preft< 
cure us Frierds in ſach a gloriomſ® 
place as Heaven is! Yes, if theſ® 
are ſober, pious, and a People thatf® 
ferve and fear God ; they are thief 
beſt Friends that we cati make, andl9 


_ next to Our bleſſed Savionr, the TRUE 


effeftnal Advocates that we carr un 
plo) 
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qploy to Sollicit our Cauſe above ; 
Hlfor when we and our Mammor toe 
Iba/.. fail, like {od himfelt, in this 
genie, they will zever leave ws nor 
Ir/ake 7/5. till they have obtained our 
wlPardon, and lee us {ately lodged in 
"þ happy Eternity. 

| So runs the Final. Sentence, 
lore ye bleſſed of my Father, inhe- 


Matt. 


111 the kingdom prepared for you, 44tov., 
aifor: the becinning of the world'; 
vor 1 was a bunered and ye. gave me 
Heat, I was thirity, and ye gave me 


Widrinnk 5 I was. a ſtranger and 
Slwk me in, 1 MN rs. and % 
adeathed me, I was ſich and ye vi- 
gifted me, I was in priſon and ye 
dw: anto me. We could nor 
gltollibly orm ſuch acceptable 
{ſervices m—_ Bleſſed _ . 
e&fjm his own Perſon ; therefore he 
wildds, FVerily I ſay unto you, in 
ful. ruch as ye have done it to one 
allif the leait of theſe my Brethren , 
Ale. have dong it unto ne. 

m- Our 
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' Our deareſt Lord 1s pleaſedhypnt 
own all our Kindneſſes to tfyh 
affiifted and indigent Members , e1 
if they -had been actually beſtowſhay 
ed upon: himſelf, when he Diſr@ac 
bed himſelf of his Divinity , are: 
came tO TECOVECT An tnlone IV or wer 
in. the Rags and':Infirmities dffivi 
our Humane Nature, . And thollfc 
Beeds-men, whoſe Prayers and Ink 
terceſhions for us we have thiWfar 
wiſely. purchaſed, are faid to it 
.ceive us into thoſe Everlaſting Hfecc 
bitations.,, which he, only can. ic 
{tow-.and not they, Jt we giltiei 
but a cup of cold Water , 72 two: 
name of a Diſciple, ,our Savic 
4n; a.,moſt ſolemn. Afeverationgſo; 
hath -afſured us 1t ſhall rot lod 
its Reward. Thoſe pious C ima 
{tians to whom ; we: have damn 
the leaſt . good, in the. Name aulfGc 
for the ſake of., the Holy Feſauhul 
either - by ; our Wealth or Coultfco 
ſe], or Comfort ; or by a Conſapor 
entiol 
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ntious Management of that Truſt 
Syhich 1s repoſed in us by pious 
Wenefactors, ſhall teſtifihe what we 

Wave done before the Eternal Fudge, 

GQand give their -Suffrage to tha Sen- 

emce which ſhall enſtate us in ne- 

tier fading Glories ; they ſhall be 

Wiving Teſtimonials of our good 
Works, before all the Inhabi- 

Mtants that ever have been on 
Wiarth , or are in Heaven ; © and 

with one Heart and Voice, ſhall 
wfccho forth the Praiſes of that 
Mighteous Judge, when he Re- 
Weiveth us into Everlaſting Habita- 

1077S. 
wy I willingly confeſs, that the 
nyJjoys of that other Lite, infinite- 
ugly Tranſcend all the beſt Perfor- 
wmances ; and that the Scripture , 
and our Church, agreeably to that | 
moolden Rule, declare , That Eter- Rom.6.23 
athul Life 3s purely the free Gift of | 
unvod ; yet it isa Gift that he will | 
ſ{axonfer upon his Friends, and they 
Ol E are 
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= is. Are his friends who keep his Commanthy: « 
ments, and the greateſt of his. Conl/, [ 
wands is Charity, (1 Cor. 13. 13, c 
So that (God be praiſed) we haf;, 
Cogent Arguments -enough to (pip... 
us on to a Holy Charity, witt fy 
out the crafty Engines of pretend ia 
ed Merit to ſqueeze it from us[17 
And yet I dare ſay, that upc 7 
the honeſt Orthodox Principk ” 
of the Church of England , the 
have been greater and nobler El 
dowments of this nature ſince tf 
Reformation, then were ſcreen 
out of People by ſuch poor d 
viſes, in ſome Centuries before 
And this County affords us WW 
many Modern Inſtances of it, as may; | 
for ever ſilence thoſe People, wha 
Ignorance or Malice hath made tha 6 
repreſent our excellent Church] 
as depretiating good Works, an{*: 
teaching, that they are not neceſſary! b 
order to our Salvation. p 


tv 


lie 


Befor: 


| Before ever this Doctrine of Me- 
"Irit was trumped up by a Corrupt 
Church, to wheedle Men out 
Jof their Fortunes and their Wes , 
"Itwould amaze us to hear how u- 
El niverſally Helpful , and Charitable 
the Primitive Chriſtians were One 
towards another ; when not a 
IMember of the Church, but was 
ſuccoured and ſupported under all 
"This Neceſlities ; when the rich- 
er ſort would Vilit and Re- 
lieve the Impriſoned and Condemn- 
ed, though 'twas little leſs than 
Death to do it : And Honou- 
rable Matrons thought ib no Diſ- 
_ fg to their Birth and 
I Breeding , to attend as Nurſes on 
the Sick, and wipe and dreſs the 
| Wounds and ulcerous Sores of a 
. | Suffering Confefſor : And this Ex- 
emplary Love and conſpicuous Cha- 
.|rity was that, which won ſo many 
in ſo ſhorta time, to fall down Pro- 
ſelytes to the Chriſtian Faith. 

=-3 But 
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But both the Duty and the Ring 
wards of it are ſufficiently bweſc 
lieved ; only we are apt to hulny 
down the yearnings of our Bowſan 
els, and the dictates of our Rafal 
ligion and Conſcience, by thrif 
ty Objections and ſtingy Scruples; 
viz., How is it poſhible I ſhoulgens 
diſtinguiſh thoſe that are poajſer 
and pious too, from Hypocritaſy : 
and Chears > Which 1s ealily revit 
ſolved, if we diligently marljna] 
but that one Text of our Savigpo! 
our, Bleſſed are the poor in ſpout 
rit, for theirs is the kingdom gc 
heaven. So that the Perſon whaſit 
1s perhaps extreamly in want, andſin' 
yet extreamly vitious, whoſe Neve 
ceſlities are accompanied with Enffd 
vy and Saucine(s towards his Bethe! 
ters and Superiors, whoſe Pover|ty 
ty is the pure effe& of his Sinj{hc 
and Lazineſs, and the Sins thatjm 
bave Ruined him continued andw« 


_ delighted in : He that is a ſtroſſne 


ling], 
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ing Saunterer and a Sot, as ſuch, 
leſerve due Correction rather than 
ny Relief or Countenance, ſo they 
fan never receive #s into Everlaſting 
abitations. 


3J In Fine, as in all our Acti- 
l&ons, ſo more peculiarly in our 
mbenefactions, we muſt prudent- 
gly alloy the [nocency of the Dove, 
ewith the Wiſdom of the Serpent ; 
tnake as diſcreet a Choice as *tis 
Wpoſtble, of proper Objects for 
Hour Benevolence 3 and pray for, 
md hope the beſt of all. And 
fit it ſhould ſo fall out (as God 
Iinoweth, it too often doth) that 
eve have been deceived and impo- 
med upon ; tho' what we ſhould 
t|beſtow with a truly Celeſtial Pi- 
ty, and our utmoſt Caution . 
mbould be perverted, abuſed and 
lunbezzelled, to ſinful and | un- 
worthy purpoſes 3 yet every ge- 
Jnerons Beneftactor, to Poſterity , 
ng]. E 3 hath 
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hath this for his Motto, andjne 
his Comfort too, Charitatis Erppe 
ror ſalutaris et tis an ErroutfÞ® 
of the Right Hand , and an adzl 
vantagious miſtake ; for what weſ[h: 
do is out of pure Conſcience tolaj 
the Holy Precepts of our Re-irc 
deemer ; and if we have beef 
unhappily miſtaken in our choice#e 
of proper Objects, yet that canvo 
not make void the Piety, , of 

lefſen the Reward of our Deo 
[19n. wh 
| Nay, I will admit the worſiſki: 
that can be ſuppoſed , that thei 
Prayers for whom we have madt]0; 
{o plentiful a Proviſion, throughſva 
their ungrateful Vices and Fol{ft 
lies ſhould be turned into Sin'Jan 
yet as the Blood of Righteorlja 
Abel was no ſooner ſhed, then itfple 
lent up lond Cries to Heaven #1 
gainlt his unworthy Brother , fo|G! 
his Clandeſtine and Inhumane Fra]ha 
tricide : ſo onr pions and welC 
meant| 
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14hneant Alms-deeds, ſhall take as 
FApeedy and as lofty a Flight, in- 
flo the Preſence of God, and ear- 
dineitly intercede for us at the 
velihrone of Grace ; for ſo runs the 
toſlappy Tidings that the Angel 
e-ſorought devout Cornelizvs, not 
jſiy Prayers only, but thy Alms ,,, 'o 
> Sm up for a memorial before | 
n-fY0%. \ 
or] Without - Charity God accepts | 
not of the loudeſt Prayers ; but | 
when theſe two Celeſtial Duties , 
ſſkindly conſpire together , and 
meet like - ſcattered Rays 1n an 
JJOptick , they make the richeſt | 
Sacrifice that poor Man can pre- | 
ent to his Maker : They. are 
"Jan Odour ( ſays the Apoſtle) of | 
fa ſweet ſarel/, acceptable, and well ,,,, | 
pleaſing to God. Prayer indeed is 16. | 
+4 Duty that we owe, whether to 
"916God or our ſelves moſt, is, per- 
14haps hard to determine 5 but 'tis . 
H Charity that muſt invigorate it , 
1 E 4 and 


| 
| 
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and give. it wings to ſoar aloft, ehay 
ven to theſe Everlaſting Habitatis|(o« 
ons, And what are Alms but aly. 
viſible and more durable Prays||ha 
er, which aſcend and dwell there|ing 
with better acceptance , then all|Ca 
the coſtlier and repeated Sacrifi-|ont 
ces among(t the Jews. Theſe DugVi: 
ties, when they are piouſly Cons|go 
joyn'd, do in a manner Charmline 
the Almighty into a Kindneſs and 
Complacency ; with the Patriarch|ba! 
Jacob, they offer him a Holy Vytec 
olence, and, as it were, conſtrainſſte 
him to bleſs us before they wiil /alve 
him go. JR 
O the Blefſed, the unconceives|n 
ble Returns of Love and Comſha 
paſſion to our fellow Chriſtians |ſan 
by which our Bread to the Hun|tc 
gry {hall be rewarded with hid-|M 
den Manna ; and a cup of cold|to 
Waiter , in the Name of a Diſci#[th 
ple, be Recompenſed with _ Ri-|n: 
vers of Living Water; they a 
ave 
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ehave Cloathed the Naked, ſhall be 
tieldoathed with Robes of Immortali- 
ally, that have taken 77 Strangers 
y-[hall be received _ into Ewverlai#- 
&lmg Habitations ; and for viſe ting 
ll|Captives and Priſozers ſhall be kept 
fi-Jout of Eternal Chains ; and our 
wIViſiting the Sick ſhall . be made. 
[200d to us in Everlaſting Health, 
mland Salvation. 
id] Tis Charity that hath Em- 
chibalmed the Memories of the Righ- 
'v|rous to grateful and diſtant Po- 
injſterity 5 'tis this that hath preſer- 
alved their Names when all other 
JRecords of Time have been loſt 
and periſhed ; when their Tombs 
mjhave been defaced and buried , 
S!Iand all their coſtly Rubbiſh turn- 
Jed to Duſt. This is the very 
1 Milky way that leadeth directly 
/4\to the Palaces of Glory, and 
#[the Regions of Eternal Happi- 
i-|neſs. 
at 
Ve 'Tis 
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'Tis this that hath Canonichei 
zed all the” generous Souls of|fdar 
former Ages, who for their pubsſhe 


lick BenetaCtions , are owned and 
admired almoſt to Adoration. 'Tis 
this that maketh all People, that 
have not loſt: all Reliſh of Rel: 
go and common Humanity , ''t0 

a Mantle over all their Fratl- 
ties and Infirmities ; and (IT had 


off 


anc 


almoſt ſaid) 'tis Charity that Coms 
pounds 'for all their Miſcarriagedl 


( 


both with-God and Man. {Ju 


And': what ſhall' I- fay more; 
but. what St.” Paul ſays when he 
breaks: off and Concludes. his in: 
imitable Enlogie of Faith , Th 
tire would ' fail me to tel] you 
of all the Excellencies and Eternal 
Rewards of Charity. 


I ſhall only therefore crave leave 
to cloſe up this plain and home- 
ly Diſcourſe, with an excellent 
Colle# of our Church , which 
being 


ſe 


4 
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zjsþeing unanimouſly and fincerely 
offdarted up to Heaven, may make 
beftheſe mean endeavours of mine paſs | 
df with better Acceptance to bod | 
'$þnd your ſelves. 

at . 

[j- 
- Let us Pray. 
1: 
, Lor 4 who haſt taught HS, Colle j 
| that all our Doings with- hoy = 
[out Charity are nothing worth ; | 
[end thy Holy Ghoſt,” and pour 

{linto our Hearts that moſt Excel- 
je|[ent Gift of Charity, the we- 

ſry Bond of Peace, and of all 
MlYirtues ; without which, who- 
ſoewver liveth is counted dead 

el before thee : Grant this for thy 
[only Son Feſus Chriſt's ſake, to 

Ut :>bom, with tbee O Father, and 

the 
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the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed 
by us and thy whole Church, 
all Honour and Glory non 


and for ever more. Amen. 


